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Abstract:

The effects of gabapentin on arterial pressure and heart rate were compared at induction of
anaesthesia and at tracheal intubation in a prospective randomized double blind study. Fourty
patients of American society of Anaesthesiologists (ASA) physical status I undergoing elective
surgery were divided in two groups of twenty each. Twenty patients received oral placebo
(Group P), and 20 patients received 900 mg of gabapentin (Group G), 2 hours prior to induction
of anaesthesia. Systolic blood pressure (SBP), Diastolic blood pressure (DBP) and Heart rate
(HR) were recorded one minute before and after induction of anaesthesia, immediately after
intubation and 1,3,5 and 10minutes after intubation. Changes in SBP were statistically
insignificant in both the groups. In the gabapentin group, at 0 and 5 minutes, the DBP was
significantly less than the placebo group (p<0.05). There was a significant decrease in heart
rate in Group G as compared to Group P (p<0.05).Pre medication with 900 mg gabapentin, 2
hours before induction of anaesthesia attenuates the tachycardia associated with laryngoscopy
and intubation but not the pressor response completely.



